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Proposed Ordinance #2011-008 (as amended)

Pawn Shops

ORDERED that, Dealers in Junk, Antiques, Second-Hand Articles, Gold, Silver, Other Valuable
Secondhand Items and Pawnbrokers No person who makes a business of purchasing or purchasing and
selling, or who keeps a place of business in the Town of Bridgewater for purchasing or purchasing and
selling, either gold, silver, other precious metals, including catalytic converters, other precious or semi
precious gemstones, art objects, painting, jewelry, rugs, antiques, furniture, furs, computers and
computer equipment, video equipment, audio equipment, cameras, other electronic devices such as
video game systems, games, software, shall engage in such business or open such place of businesses
unless duly licensed by the Town of Bridgewater.

Definitions:

A Second hand Dealer is a person or business who, makes an outright purchase of personal property
that has been used.

A Consignment Dealer is a person or business who, without taking ownership of goods or merchandise
displays the merchandise for sale for a specified period of time and, upon sale, delivers the proceeds or
a portion thereof, as agreed, to the owner. For purposes of this Ordinance, Consignment Dealers shall
be licensed as Second Hand Dealers and shall comply with all record keeping and retention
requirements of Second Hand Dealers.

A Pawnbroker is a person or business, who offers loans to individuals who use their personal property as
collateral. These items are called pledges or pawns. For purposes of this Ordinance, Pawnbrokers shall
be licensed as Second Hand Dealers and shall comply with all record keeping requirements of Second
Hand Dealers. Application for license: Each application for a license under this section shall set forth the
name and address of the business being licensed as well as the principal(s) of the business, their dates of
birth and current addresses. The Chief of Police or his designee shall conduct a character investigation
upon the applicant. The Town Manger may refuse to issue a license to a principal(s) who is deemed
"unsuitable" to operate such business or whose registration has been revoked for violation of this
Ordinance previously, or who has been convicted of a felony and may deny a license if the applicant has
been convicted of anyone or more of the following listed offenses:



TOWN OF BRIDGEWATER ORDINANCE - No. 2011-008

a. breaking and entering; entering; or breaking;
b. defrauding an insurer;

c. larceny;

d shoplifting;

e. uttering fraudulent checks;

f. unlawful or fraudulent use of credit cards;

g. unlawful taking of money or other goods;

h. buying, receiving or concealing stolen goods;
i. making or publishing false statements;

j. firearms or weapons violations; and,

The license shall be in force until the 1st day of January unless sooner revoked.

Record of Purchases

Every dealer, clerk, agent or other person in charge of such premises shall record, in legible written
English language, at the time of the purchase, the detailed description of each item purchased, the price
paid for the item, the name, date of birth, current residence, giving a street and number of the person
from whom the purchase was made. Such name, date of birth, and residence being obtained by the
production of a photo identification issued by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, passport, or out of
state driver's license containing a photo of the seller. At the time of purchase the day, date and hour of
the purchase shall also be recorded. Further, a statement shall be taken from the seller of the item, as to
the manner in which such item was obtained by the seller, which statement shall be entered on such
record.

An electronic photograph clearing showing the Item shall be taken of each item along with the
identification presented. Each dealer or keeper of the shop shall also take a photograph of the person
presenting such item and ID which will also be maintained for the permanent record, and available for
inspection by the Chief or his designee, No entry on such record shall be changed, erased, obliterated or
defaced. Such record shall be maintained on a form approved by the Chief of Police and shall be in
duplicate form. The original and a copy of the electronic photograph shall be delivered, either
electronically or by hand, to the Chief of Police or his designate by the opening of business on the
nearest Monday and Thursday following said purchase. The duplicate copy shall be kept in some
suitable place by the owner or dealer and shall be available for inspection by any person authorized by
the Chief of Police.

Every dealer, at his expense, will be required to record all such information on a form prescribed or
participate in an electronic data base for recording and transmitting such data immediately, including
color pictures, to the Chief of Police or his designee. All items purchased must be photographed
individually or separated in a singular photograph so they can be easily identified.

Articles Purchased to be Kept for 21 Days Before Resale or Removal From Town

Nor such item purchased or received by any dealer or keeper of a shop shall be removed from the Town
or sold or otherwise disposed of, nor its identity changed for at least twenty-one (21) days from its date
of purchase or acquisition unless permission in writing has been obtained from the Chief of Police or his
designee. Per MGL c140 §71, any item taken in by a Pawnbroker or Pawn Shop, must be retained by
them for a period of no less than 4 months from time of deposit.

Purchase From Persons Under Eighteen Years of Age Prohibited
No person or keeper of a shop shall directly or indirectly receive or buy any such items from any person
under the age of eighteen (18) years.
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Display of License
Each such dealer or keeper of a shop shall have conspicuously displayed his license at the place where
he does business.

Reason to Believe Items are Stolen

Every dealer, clerk, agent or other person in charge of such premises shall immediately report to the
Bridgewater Police Department any persons and items they have reason to believe may have stolen or
be in possession or stolen items.

Repeat Sales
Every dealer, clerk, or agent shall be required to report to the Chief of Police or his designee any person

who offers for sale any such items defined above on three (3) or more occasions in any 30 day period, or
four (4) or more occasions in a 60 day period.

Revocation of License

A violation of any provision of the license or subsequent rule or regulation that may be passed shall be
sufficient cause and reason to revoke said license. The Town Manager, may at any time, with or without
cause, revoke said license.

Penalty for Violation of Article

Any person, firm, or corporation violating any provisions of this Article shall also be fined of twenty
dollars ($20.00) for each offense; and a separate offense shall be deemed committed on each day during
or on which a violation occurs or continues

Per c140 §55 $20 is max fine.

Examination and Inspection of Records, Articles and Merchandise
The Chief of Police or his designee shall at all times have the authority to inspect or examine alt books,
records, photographic images, articles and merchandise therein.

Committee Referrals and Dispositions:

Referral(s) Disposition(s)

e This measure was referred to the Public e No action taken
Safety Committee on 9/6/11

e This measure was relieved from the
Public Safety Committee by a
unanimous vote of the Council on
1/3/12
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